Roundhouse
Band Bio
Roundhouse performs music from a variety of genres using bluegrass instrumentation; bass, guitar, mandolin, and banjo. Duet, trio and quartet harmonies are integral to the Roundhouse sound; working out interesting and unique arrangements is of special interest to the band members. Bluegrass, folk, southern and classic rock, a cappella, gospel, country, blazing instrumentals and original compositions all appear in the band's repertoire!

Roundhouse Band was begun in 1994 with Ron Leavitt on mandolin and Kim Jones on electric bass. Joe Denhof signed on as guitar player shortly after that and gave Roundhouse the cohesive core that has made it one of the longest-lived acoustic bands in the region. Adding banjo player Donn Whitten in the spring of 2008 gave Roundhouse an energetic and innovative new twist. 
       The members of Roundhouse enjoy performing for diverse audiences, changing the perception of acoustic and bluegrass music as a "niche" market. With a focus on impeccable harmonies, interesting arrangements, new incarnations of classic tunes and original songwriting, Roundhouse constantly adds to their circle of friends.

"Roundhouse is one of the premier bluegrass bands in the Northwest. Their musicianship, spot on harmonies and humor make them an all around entertaining band. They are true professionals and are a hit where ever they perform"
              Mason Smith Promoter Eastside Bluegrass Series

        "A talented and professional band, Roundhouse is a promoters dream. Great harmonies, well dressed, and a cornucopia of material for every audience. Two Thumbs Up!"
             Ken Cartwright, AM 1620 KENC and Cartwright's Music Event Center 

       "Roundhouse is the best value and the most entertaining group I have ever hired. Young and old enjoyed their style of music. They are professional, yet just like family. They will be back at Deer Creek Ranch each year from now on."
             Jim Page, Aurora, OR

       "Roundhouse was a great band this year (2010) at Wintergrass and they captured the essence of what Wintergrass is- a community supported festival with great music and great people."
           Stephen Ruffo, Co-director of Wintergrass Festival, Bellevue, WA

       "Roundhouse was just a marvelous experience in music!! Fabulous harmony, a wonderful assortment of music, and wonderful rapport with the audience. I would recommend this group for anyone wanting lovely folk music and fabulous harmony!!"
            Doris Mengel, Garibaldi Days entertainment coordinator, Garibaldi, OR 

       "Roundhouse has a bluegrass sound to please all listeners. You just have to move when you hear their rich harmonies and rhythmic melodies!"
            Kay Covert, Windermere Realty, Manzanita, OR

       "Roundhouse;...elegant yet whimsical...!"
            Margaret Doran, Doran Productions, Mt. Angel, OR 

       "The Roundhouse Band was the hit of the evening at our wedding reception! They provided the perfect focal point at the end of a day of celebration and music, entertaining the gathering with an excellent collection of bluegrass music. And they very kindly indulged us by letting various members of the extended family showcase their own chops, with the Roundhouse Band providing spontaneous backup. A cheerful, talented group of musicians, they made for a delightful evening." 
          Brendan and Julie Plapp, married in 2006 

       "...Jan and I still fondly remember the wonderful part you played in our wedding!"
          Jim and Jan M., Eugene, OR

        "My guests and I were delighted that Roundhouse Band performed for us at my 50th birthday party. I have had numerous comments about their excellent music and entertaining performance. Thanks much for playing for us."
          Ross Stout, Salem, OR
